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CHAPTER 1
FOREIGN TRADE

1





FOREIGN TRADE| ANALYSIS 

Foreign Trade is the exchange of capital, goods and services across international 
borders or territories. The pattern of foreign trade in a country changes along with its 
economic growth and development. The extent of foreign trade taking place depends 
upon the comparative advantage of a country. This section provides information on 
exports and imports of goods. 
In 2019-2020, the total trade was $36,732.0 million in which exports were $17,681.1 
million and imports were $19,050.9 million. The trade balance had a deficit of $1,369.8 
million. 
In 2020-2021 (October-November), the total trade was $4,730.9 million in which 
exports were $2,368.3 million and imports were $2,362.6 million. The trade balance 
had a surplus of $5.7 million. 
The largest commodity group for exports was manufactured products, whereas the 
highest value imported product was refined mineral oil. 
China was Myanmar’s largest trading partner for both imports and exports. 

ÂVALUE OF FOREIGN TRADE 
In 2019-2020, the total foreign trade of Myanmar reached to $36,732.0 million, an increase of 4.5% 
compared to the previous year. Over the same period, domestic exports, that is exports excluding 
CMP and re-exports, increased by 2.4%. General imports, meaning imports excluding cutting, 
making and packaging (CMP) and draw-back items, increased by 5.3%. 

In 2018-2019, total trade decreased by 2.1% compared to the previous year. Over this period, 
domestic exports increased by 1.2% and general imports decreased by 11.5%. 

The share of domestic exports in all exports was 60.9% in 2019-2020, a decrease compared to its 
share of 61.7% in 2018-2019. The share of general imports in all imports was 85.3% in 2019-2020, 
a decrease compared to its share of 85.4% in 2018-2019. 

When comparing November 2019 and November 2020, total trade decreased by 25.2%, domestic 
exports decreased by 33.3% and general imports decreased by 21.4%. 

In November 2020, the share of domestic exports in all exports was 65.2% and for general imports 
in all imports was 87.4%.  
 
ÂNORMAL AND BORDER TRADE  

In 2019-2020, normal exports increased by 10.9%, border exports decreased by 6.2%, normal 
imports increased by 5.9% and border imports increased by 2.7% compared to 2018-2019. 

In 2018-2019, normal exports and normal imports decreased by 6.5% and 8.5% respectively 
compared to 2017-2018. Border trade of exports and imports have also increased by 21.9% and 
1.1%. 

The share of normal exports in total exports increased to 61.7% in 2019-2020, compared to 57.7% 
in 2018-2019. The share of normal imports in total imports was 83.5% in 2019-2020, a slight 
increase compared to its share of 83.0% in 2018-2019. 
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ÂTRADE BY SECTOR 
In 2019-2020, government exports increased by 1.3% and government imports decreased by 
25.3% respectively compared to the previous year. Over this period, private exports increased by 
4.5% and private imports increased by 7.0% respectively. 

In 2018-2019, government exports do not change but government imports decreased by 30.5% 
respectively compared to the previous year. Over this period, private exports increased by 5.2% and 
private imports decreased 5.3% respectively.  

The share of government exports in total exports was 26.6% in 2019-2020, a decrease compared to 
its share of 27.2% in 2018-2019. The share of government imports in total imports was 3.6% in 
2019-2020, decreased compared to its share of 5.1% in 2018-2019.  

ÂTRADE BY MAJOR TRADING COUNTRY 

China is, by far, the main destination for Myanmar exports: with 30.7% of total exports in 2019-2020 
and 29.7% in 2018-2019. In 2019-2020, the next four largest destinations after China were Thailand 
(17.8%), Japan (7.7%), United States (5.1%) and Singapore (4.0%). 

China is Myanmar's largest trading partner for imports: imports from China represented 35.3% of 
total Myanmar imports in 2019-2020 and 35.0% in 2018-2019. In 2019-2020 the next four main 
origins of imports were Singapore (16.0%), Thailand (10.6%), Malaysia (5.7%) and Indonesia (5.5%). 
In the previous year, the main partners for imports after China were Singapore (17.5%), Thailand 
(12.1%), Indonesia (5.0%) and Malaysia (4.5%). 

ÂTRADE BY COMMODITY GROUP 

In 2019-2020, the top export groups were manufactured products, agricultural products and 
mineral products. Within these groups, the major products were rice, matpe, green mung bean, 
maize, sesame seeds, and raw rubber for agricultural products; garment, and gas for 
manufactured products; and, jade for mineral products. 

The two main import groups in 2019-2020 were intermediate goods and capital goods. The major 
products were non-electric machinery and transport equipment, electric machinery and apparatus, 
and base metals and manufactures for capital goods, and refined mineral oil, and artificial and 
synthetic fabrics for intermediate goods. 

ÂEXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES BY COUNTRY 
In November 2020, major commodities exported to China were gas, rice, sesame seeds, raw rubber, 
and fish and fish products. Main exports to Thailand were gas, fish and fish products, base metal, 
ores, garment, and fresh and dried prawns. 

The main commodities imported from China were electric machinery and apparatus, non-electric 
machinery and transport equipment, base metals and manufactures, artificial and synthetic fabrics, 
and plastic. Major imports from Singapore were refined mineral oil, non-electric machinery and 
transport equipment, plastic, chemical elements and compounds, and electric machinery and 
apparatus. 
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1.1 VALUE OF FOREIGN TRADE     
            Include border trade, Million US$ 
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1.2 NORMAL AND BORDER TRADE 
   Million US$ 
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1.3 TRADE BY SECTOR 
Include border trade, Million US$ 
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1.4 TRADE BY MAJOR TRADING COUNTRY/REGION 
Include border trade for Thailand, China and India, Million US$ 
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1.4 TRADE BY MAJOR TRADING COUNTRY/REGION 
    Million US$ 
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1.4 TRADE BY MAJOR TRADING COUNTRY/REGION 
Include border trade for Bangladesh, Million US$ 
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1.4  TRADE BY MAJOR TRADING COUNTRY/REGION 
 Million US$ 
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1.4 TRADE BY MAJOR TRADING COUNTRY/REGION 
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1.5 TRADE BY COMMODITY GROUP 
   Include border trade, Million US$ 
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1.5 TRADE BY COMMODITY GROUP 
  Include border trade, Million US$ 
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1.6 EXPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES  
   Include border trade 

    Value = Million US$, Quantity = thousand metric ton   
 

 



 

23 1. FOREIGN TRADE  

1.6 EXPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES  
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1.6 EXPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES  
               Include border trade  

         Value = Million US$, Quantity = thousand metric ton 
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1.6 EXPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES  
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1.6   EXPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES  
      Include border trade  
      Value = Million US$, Quantity = thousand metric ton 

 

 



 

27 1. FOREIGN TRADE  

1.6 EXPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES  
 Include border trade  
 Value = Million US$, Quantity = thousand metric ton 
 

 



  
CSO|  SELECTED MONTHLY ECONOMIC INDICATORS  | DECEMBER 2020 28 

1.6 EXPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES  
  Include border trade  

   Value = Million US$, Quantity = thousand metric ton 
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1.7 EXPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES BY COUNTRY/REGION 
 November 2020, include border trade for Bangladesh, China and India 

  Value = Million US$, Quantity = thousand 
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1.7 EXPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES BY COUNTRY/REGION 
   November 2020 

   Value = Million US$, Quantity = thousand  
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1.7 EXPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES BY COUNTRY/REGION 
November 2020, include border trade for Thailand 
Value = Million US$, Quantity = thousand 



  
CSO|  SELECTED MONTHLY ECONOMIC INDICATORS  | DECEMBER 2020 32 

1.8 IMPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES 
   Include border trade, Million US$ 
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1.8 IMPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES 
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1.8 IMPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES 
 Include border trade, Million US$ 
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1.8 IMPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES 
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1.8 IMPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES 
   Include border trade, Million US$ 
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1.9 IMPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES BY COUNTRY/REGION 
  November 2020, include border trade for Bangladesh, China and India, Million US$ 
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1.9  IMPORTS OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES BY COUNTRY/REGION 
   November 2020, include border trade for Thailand, Million US$ 
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CHAPTER 2
PRODUCTION





PRODUCTION| ANALYSIS 
Production statistics represent the volume of production of selected manu- 
facturing commodities, electric power generation, precious minerals and pearls, 
non-metallic minerals and production of meat, fish, milk and egg. 
In 2019-2020, electric power generation and sales increased, while the average 
price of electricity increased compared to the previous year. Production decreased 
for some types of precious minerals and non-metallic minerals. 

ÂPRODUCTION BY THE STATE-OWNED ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES 
The level of production in 2020-2021 was similar to 2019-2020 for most commodities produced by 
state-owned economic enterprises. 

Table 2.1 indicates the production of the selected commodities by state-owned economic 
enterprises between  November 2019 and November 2020. In November 2020, the production of 
liquid in pharmaceutical products increased by 55.74% while the production of solids in 
pharmaceutical products decreased by 49.55%, the production of cotton yarn decreased by 
85.88%, the production of cotton fabrics decreased by 71.14%, the production of cotton longyi 
(menôs) decreased by 40.00% compared with November  2019. 
ÂPRODUCTION BY THE STATE ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES 

Table 2.2 indicates the production of the selected commodities by state economic enterprises 
between November 2019 and November 2020. In November 2020, the production of alcohol 
increased by 46.66%, the production of petroleum coke increased by 307.35%, the production of 
motor spirit increased by 719.91%, the production of crude oil decreased by 20.34%,the 
production of natural gas decreased by 3.57%, the production of liquefied petroleum gas 
decreased by 23.01%,the production of furnace oil decreased by 62.61% and the production of 
cement decreased by 56.73% compared with November 2019. The production of wood veneer 
increased by 38.99%, there was a decreased production in cement and no production in 
hardwood due to the impacts of COVID-19 diseases and there was no production in kerosene 
due to lack of raw material.  

ÂPRODUCTION BY THE PRIVATE ENTERPRISES 
 Table 2.3 indicates the production of the selected commodities by private enterprises. In 
November 2020, the production of beer decreased by 13.79%, the production of cigarettes 
decreased by 8.29% and the production of salt (crude+fine) decreased by 44.31% compared with 
November  2019.  

ÂPRODUCTION OF ELECTRIC POWER 

Table 2.4 presents electric power generation and sales in Myanmar. In November 2020, the 
installed capacity was 6,953 megawatts. Generation increased by 0.67% between November 
2019 and November 2020. The total volume of electricity sales decreased by 4.04% over the 
same period. General electricity sales increased by 10.55%, bulk electricity sales decreased by 
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14.51% and industrial electricity sales decreased by 21.66%. In contrast, others electricity sales 
increased by 2.72%. 

The price of 1 kwh (unit sold) was 120.48 kyats in November 2019, and it has decreased by 
20.13% to 96.23 kyats in November 2020. In November 2019, the share of generation that was 
not sold (unit loss) was 9.11% and it was 13.36% in November 2020. There was decreased in the 
value of sales because the exemption of electricity charges up to 150 units due to the impacts of 
COVID-19 diseases. 

Table 2.5 presents electric power generation by type of energy. Between November 2019 and 
November 2020, gas generation increased by 21.98%, diesel generation increased by 41.96%, 
solar generation increased by 10.23%, thermal electricity generation decreased by 10.37% and 
hydropower decreased by 20.74%. The hydropower remains the primary source of electricity in 
Myanmar which was producing 42.36% of the total electric power generation in November 2019 
and 33.35% in November 2020. 

Table 2.6 shows the production of precious minerals and pearls. In November 2020, there was no 
production of jade, gems and pearls. The reasons of production in jade and gems are suspended 
during the COVID-19 period, and the production of pearls depend on their lifespan, season and 
nature. 

ÂPRODUCTION OF MINERALS EXTRACTION AND NON-METALLIC MINERALS 
Table 2.7 shows that the mineral extraction by state economic enterprises. In November 2020, 
the production of tin concentrates increased by 25.00% the production of tin, tungsten and 
scheelite decreased by 10.00% compared with November 2019,  
Table 2.8 presents the production of non-metallic minerals by the state economic enterprises. In 
November 2020 compared to November 2019, the production of gypsum decreased by 66.47%, 
the production of coal decreased by 70.85% and the production of limestone decreased by 
51.41%.  
ÂPRODUCTION OF MEAT, FISH, MILK AND EGGS 

Out of all types of meat prescribed in table 2.9 fish, including freshwater and marine, had the 
highest production. 

The number of pigs, sheep/goats and cattle that were slaughtered in November 2020 has 
increased by 5.46%, 3.85% and 2.02% respectively compared to November 2019.The production 
of meat has increased for chicken, duck, pork, mutton, beef and fish by 12.97%, 9.76%, 5.46%, 
4.05%, 2.01% and 1.60% respectively in November 2020 compared to November 2019. 

Annually, the number of pigs, sheep/goats and cattle slaughtered has increased by 5.65%, 4.07% 
and 2.40% respectively in 2019-2020 compared to 2018-2019. The production of meat has 
increased for all types of meat in 2019-2020 compared to 2018-2019:chicken, duck, pork, mutton, 
beef and fish production has increased by 14%, 12.21%, 5.65%, 4.08%, 2.41% and 0.23%.The 
production of duck eggs and hen eggs has risen by 56.71% and 24.67% respectively in 2019-
2020 compared to 2018-2019. 
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2.1 PRODUCTION OF SELECTED COMMODITIES BY THE STATE- 
OWNED ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES 
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2.1 PRODUCTION OF SELECTED COMMODITIES BY THE STATE- 
OWNED ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES 
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2.2 PRODUCTION OF SELECTED COMMODITIES BY THE STATE 
ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES 
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2.2 PRODUCTION OF SELECTED COMMODITIES BY THE STATE 
ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES  
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2.2 PRODUCTION OF SELECTED COMMODITIES BY THE STATE 
ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES  

 Thousand gallon 
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2.3 PRODUCTION OF SELECTED COMMODITIES BY THE PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISES 
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2.3 PRODUCTION OF SELECTED COMMODITIES BY THE PRIVATE            
ENTERPRISES 

       Ton 
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2.4  ELECTRIC POWER GENERATION AND SALES 
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2.5  ELECTRIC POWER GENERATION BY TYPE OF ENERGY 
  Million Kwh 
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2.6 PRODUCTION OF PRECIOUS MINERALS AND PEARLS 
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2.7  MINERAL EXTRACTION BY THE STATE ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES 
Metric Ton 
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2.8 PRODUCTION OF NON-METALLIC MINERALS BY THE STATE 
ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES 
 Metric Ton 
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2.9 PRODUCTION OF MEAT, FISH, MILK AND EGG 
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2.9 PRODUCTION OF MEAT, FISH, MILK AND EGG 
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PRICES| ANALYSIS 
 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX AND RATE OF INFLATION 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures the average change in the retail prices of goods and 
services purchased and consumed by households. In Myanmar, the Central Statistical 
Organization produces the CPI and the rate of inflation monthly, with data collection from 82 
townships across all states and regions. 
The weights used in the production of the CPI are based on the levels of household income and 
expenditure as observed in the 2012 Household Income and Expenditure Survey. 
 
In November 2020, the CPI decreased 0.18 points compared to October 2020, leading to an 
annual rate of inflation of 4.60% and year on year inflation of 0.97%. Relative to the 2012 base 
period, the index number for the food group was176.02, the non-food group was144.25 and 
overall CPI was 162.82. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
3.1 CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (UNION) AND RATE OF INFLATION 

 Base : 2012=100 
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 61 3. PRICES 

3.2 CONSUMER PRICE INDEX AT UNION LEVEL 
          Base : 2012=100 

  

 



 
 

3.3 RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED COMMODITIES 
 Kyat per viss 
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 63 3. PRICES 

3.3  RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED COMMODITIES  
  Kyat per viss 
 

 



 
 

3.3 RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED COMMODITIES 
 Kyat per viss 
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 65 3. PRICES 

3.3  RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED COMMODITIES 
 Kyat per viss 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

3.3 RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED COMMODITIES 
 Kyat per viss 
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3.3  RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED COMMODITIES 
 Kyat per viss 

 



 
 

 
3.3 RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED COMMODITIES 
       Kyat per viss/gallon 
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 69 3. PRICES 

 
3.4  SPOT PRICE OF GOLD AT YANGON 
  Kyat per tical, 1 tical = 0.525 troy ounce 
 
 

 




























































































































































